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The firing line proceeded entirely according to regula-
tions, by means of skirmishing fire and short volleys;
the flanking troops resorted to rapid fire.

As the enemy continued to advance, the battalion
marched on him and fired by command, at a range of
only 150 yards, with an obvious effect. The danger
to the Prussians was not, however, entirely removed
by this brilliant success. An enemy battalion appeared
on the flank of the Prussian battalion. The half-bat-
talion on the left turned to the left, in good and close
order; then assumed the offensive and compelled the
Austrians to retreat,

It is clear that the Prussian battalion had aimed at
success and secured success by means of fire; every-
thing else : occupation of the " point d'appuis " of
Wenzelsberg, etc., cover, utilisation of the pursuit,
had been sacrificed to the idea of giving fire all its
efficiency, by keeping to this end and up to the last
moment the whole force grouped and well in hand*1
The battalion had further utilised :

(1)  The weakness of the Austrian formations it had
under observation*

(2)  The cover provided by the crops.

(3)  Of course, the superiority of armament, and the
best use to be made of it by means of the formation
in line.                                     f

(4)  But even more, a strict discipline, in close forma-
tion, of the troops in action, which had made it possible
for the commanding officer to direct the fire effectively
up to the last moment.

We clearly discover here the principles and tendencies
of the Prussian school in the matter of fire: fire has
become with them a power of the first order; it must

1 The tactics of the 2nd of the 37th Prussian regiment receiving
in the open the attack of a brigade would not work nowadays. In the
presence of a serious adversary, armed with good rifles and knowing
how to use them, one would have to rely on the *' points d'appui"
(Wenzelsberg, its two churches, the surrounding woods), and occupy and
methodically organise them. But even so the distribution of troops
would have to be partly directed by the idea of making it always
possible to direct their fire effectively. On those points which com-
mand a wide view and allow for efficient fire, the force could not be
subdivided beyond the platoon, so that fire should always be in the
hands of an officer. That theory and that practice were later more
particularly applied by the Prussian troops in the churchyard of
Beaune-la-Bolande in 1870.